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HR: Urbana podrucja u Hrvatskoj susrecu se sa sloZenim izazovima poput gospodarskih, demografskih,
socijalnih i ekoloSkih promjena. Urbani razvoj vise ne moZe biti pitanje iskljucivo nacionalne razine vec je
nuzna koordinacija regionalne i lokalne politike, kako bi se smanjile gospodarske i dru$tvene razlike koje
postoje medu hrvatskim gradovima. Skladniji urbani razvoj podrazumijeva poticanje razvoja srednjih i malih

Sazetak gradova i razvojnih sredista kao nositelja regionalnog urbanog sustava s posebnim osvrtom na usporavanje
rasta u velikim gradovima. Cilj projekta je istraZiti demografske, gospodarske i ekoloske trendove u gradovima
kako bi se analiziralo sada$nje stanje i odgovorilo na glavno istrazivacko pitanje: Da i je turizam jedina
gospodarska aktivnost koja pruza perspektivu bolieg Zivota? Svrha projekta je pomocu znanstvenog
instrumentarija propitati sposobnost manjih gradova da odrZe svoju urbanu vitalnost. Svrha istraZivanja je
utvrditi da Ii su mali gradovi kao turisticke destinacije priviacna mjesta za Zivot te u kojim sektorima
identificiraju svoje razvojne smjernice? Za provedbu empiriiskog dijela istraZivanja koristiti ¢e se podaci
urbane statistike, koji ¢e se obradivati putem panel analize. Dodatni korak ovog istraZivanja predstavija
kvalitativno i kvantitativno istraZivanje koje ¢e obuhvatiti dvije ciline istrazivaCke skupine, prvu predstavijaju
Stanovnici manjih urbanih podrucja, a drugu donosioci odluka. Doprinos projekta oCituje se u pronalaZenju
modela lokalnog ekonomskog razvoja koji ne moZe za svaku destinaciju imati jednake kriterije, medutim
istrazivaci predlaZu Triple helix koncept kao druStvenu inovaciju koja ukljucuje Sveuciliste, drzavu i poslovni
sektor u iznalaZenju rjeSenja. U planiranje razvoja potrebno je ukljuciti i lokalnu zajednicu kako bi se podigla
svijest o stvaranju tranzicijskih odrZivih gradova koji mogu biti ekonomski i energetski neovisni, ali isto tako
privlacni ne samo turistima nego i svojim stanovnicima.
EN: Urban areas in Croatia encounter complex challenges such as economic, demographic, social and
ecological changes. Urban development can no longer be an issue only for the national level. It is rather
necessary to coordinate regional and local policies in order to reduce economic and social differences that

Summary exist among the Croatian towns. More harmonious urban development implies stimulating the development

of medium and small towns and development centres as the carriers of a regional urban system, with a special
focus on the growth slowdown in large cities. The aim of the project is to investigate demographic, economic
and ecological trends in towns in order to analyse the current state and to answer the main research question:
Is tourism the only economic activity that gives the prospect of a better life? The purpose of the project is, by
using the scientific instruments, to examine the ability of smaller towns to maintain their urban vitality. The




purpose of the research is to determine whether small towns as tourist destinations are attractive places to
live in, and in which sectors they identify their development guidelines? For the implementation of the
empirical part of the research, statistical data of urban statistics will be used, which will be processed via
panel analysis. An additional step of this research is the qualitative and quantitative research that will cover
two target research groups, the first being the inhabitants of smaller urban areas and the second one the
decision makers. The project's contribution is evident in finding a model of local economic development that
cannot have the same criteria for every destination. However, the researchers suggest the Triple helix
concept as a social innovation that includes the University, the state and the business sector in finding the
solutions. The local community should also be included in development planning in order to raise awareness
of the creation of transitional sustainable towns that can be economically and energetically independent and,
at the same time, attractive not only to tourists but also to their residents.
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